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Editorial 

 
We are back again to the festive Christmas season and the magazine is full of 
advertisements for events in and around the area. There is certainly no 
shortage of things to do during December and the holiday time.  
 
We all feel battered by the weather, particularly the recent gales, which were 
spectacular when seen from the Kimmeridge boathouse, but also frightening. 
We similarly feel battered by the ongoing economic problems and the war in 
Afghanistan. Let us hope that the New Year brings something better. 
 
In the meantime the editorial team wishes everyone a very Happy Christmas 
and New Year. 
 

Stephen, Peter and Tim 
 
 

 
Some useful Telephone Numbers 
 

Medical Emergency Care Service   0845 6001013 
In the event of Gas Leak  0800 111999 
Electricity Failure  0845 7708090 
Swanage Police Station - out of hours calls rerouted      422004 
Swanage Hospital  422282 
Wareham Hospital  552433 
Poole Hospital   01202 665511 
Bournemouth Hospital  01202 303626 
Weymouth Hospital  01305 760022 
Dorset County Hospital  01305 251150 
Corfe Castle Library  480760 
Purbeck Citizens Advice Bureau  551257 
Purbeck District Council  556561 
The Samaritans  01202 551999 
Roads, pavements and drains                    0800 232323 
Water - Supply and Sewage    0845 600 4 600 
Street Light Defect - SEC Contracting    0800 068 4145 
Childline  0800 1111 
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CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DECEMBER AT THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Some of your Councillors recently attended the annual car parking meeting 
at Purbeck District Council.  They sought a 10% reduction in parking fees 
in order to support both local business interests and residents with parking 
permits.  Unfortunately, at the time of writing, the District Council is about 
to consider a recommendation for a 2.5% increase in permit fees and the 
West Street parking fees to be the same all year.  If passed by the Policy 
Group (PDC), this effectively increases the parking fee for 2 hours from £1 
to £2.10 in the winter.  By comparison the parking fee for 2 hours in 
Wareham is £1.  The resident reserved spaces in both towns will increase 
to £6.04 per week.  In case you weren’t sure, in view of a certain letter that 
appeared in another publication, the Parish Council does not own any car 
parks in the village or anywhere else.  

The Councillors were very sorry to see Jane Ellwood departing from the 
Parish Council.  Jane has resigned so that she has more time for other 
family matters and her enthusiasm for, and knowledge of village affairs will 
be greatly missed.  The Chairman thanked her for her work over a period 
of more than six years and we wish her well. 

This will, of course, mean that the Council has a vacancy and we would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who might be interested in becoming a 
Councillor.  This particularly applies to the residents of Kingston who are 
not currently represented on the Parish Council. 

The Council considers all planning applications and submits comments to 
the District Council.  At the December meeting, Councillors had no 
objection to proposals for the following:  The retention of the existing five 
Portakabins for a further 5 years at the Village Hall Car Park, East Street, 
Corfe Castle.  The demolition and rebuilding of an existing wall to align with 
the verge along Webbers Close at 71 West Street, Corfe Castle (Revised 
scheme for consideration.)  The Parish Council has no objection to the 
original application.  The Parish Council originally opposed this proposal for 
clarification reasons.  These have now been provided and the Council 
wishes to see the original scheme implemented with the hedge removed.  
This hedge has no historical significance, being planted in 1947, or special 
value and its removal would provide more parking space in Webbers 
Close. 
Councillors enjoyed a break from business when the meeting was 
interrupted by a large group of local carol singers (with musical 
accompaniment) who sang very enthusiastically to all those present. 
The Parish Council wishes everyone a happy Christmas and a peaceful 
and prosperous New Year. 
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CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk  
(phone 555266)(e-mail CorfeCastlePC@aol.com) - 8 Old Kiln Road, Ridge, Wareham 
BH20 5BY.  The Parish Council meets the second Monday of each month at 7pm in the 
Town Hall, West Street or in the First School, East Street, Corfe Castle*; have your say at 
the start of the meeting, speak to any parish councillor, or write to me.  Full minutes of 
the meetings are available in Corfe Castle library or on the Website 
(www.corfecastlepc.org.uk). 

*The next Parish Council Meeting on the 11th January should be in the 
Town Hall in West Street. 

 

 

Mike Harriott ‘Plumber’
for

Central Heating

Boiler Replacement/Service

Bathroom Suite/Showers etc.

01929 480546

mikeharriott@sky.com
GAS SAFE REG. 503276
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AERIALS AND SATELLITES 

 INSTALLATION & REPAIRS 

SATELLITE & TERRESTIAL FREEVIEW 

                         TELEPHONE 

     01929 400561 

                               MOBILE 

       07971 626591 

  SKY 

                         ELECTRONICS ENGINEERS No’ C-97648 
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Parties Weddings Receptions 
Your local Marquee Company 

 

For friendly reliable advice 
 Phone:  Simon Robinson 481230 
   Mobile 07872824668 
   Ray Hendes 07872824669 

  www.camelot-marquees.co.uk 

WHY NOT VISIT US IN JANUARY 
We are open for breakfast, lunch, afternoon teas and evening meals. 

We are also happy to accommodate your party bookings.  Perhaps treat 
yourself to a Sunday Roast Lunch by an open fire. 

 
Opening times 10.00am until late, closed Sunday evenings and all day 

Monday (except for School Holidays and Bank Holidays) 
 

We hope all of  our customers have a Happy and Prosperous 
NEW YEAR 

Olivers        5, West Street,  
Corfe Castle 

For Reservations and Enquiries 
 Telephone 01929 477111 



10

  
CCHHUURRCCHH  KKNNOOWWLLEE  PPAARRIISSHH  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  

 
The Chairman welcomed the Members and 15 Steeple and Church Knowle 
parishioners to what was to become a lively pre-Christmas meeting of the Parish 
Council in the chandeliered and the Lilliputian minstrel galleried and cosy 
delights of the Church Knowle Reading room on the dark and drenching night of  
8th December. Dr Foster would have been at home on the pavement and path – 
he needn’t have gone to Gloucester! 
 
The usual 15 minute public debate period which normally precedes each of our 
Council meetings was extended to nearly an hour during which Steeple (and 
some Church Knowle) parishioners expressed their concerns about lack of 
parish democracy in Steeple and a planning application which they felt would 
have a considerable effect on Steeple village.  The main purpose of the public 
debate was to gauge feelings about local parish governance and the possibility 
of forming a joint parish council for Steeple & Church Knowle. This led to very 
constructive debate about the lack of a Parish Meeting at Steeple and concern 
about what was perceived by some as almost semi-feudal organisation of parish 
affairs. Steeple parishioners advised the Church Knowle councillors that there 
had been no Parish Meeting called or held for a considerable time but there was 
a Parish Chairman”. Church Knowle councillors were concerned that their sister 
parish, which had been included in the Joint Parish Plan was so poorly 
represented and explained the mechanics of joint councils and other methods of 
improving local democracy at parish level.  The Steeple parishioners present 
decided that a Parish Meeting should be called and another to discuss the way 
forward. 
 
During the Public Discussion period, the Chairman proposed that the one of the 
planning matters on item 7 the agenda should be brought forward so that those 
from Steeple parish could listen to CKPC’s discussions and comments on the 
plans.  This was seconded and unanimously carried.   The application 
concerned partial demolition and construction at Steeple cottages which 
involved the effective removal of two housing units and their replacement with 
one. CKPC were able to comment on the planning application because of the 
Joint parish Plan. Meeting technicalities then took pace and after considerable 
discussion and review, the Councillors decided to object to the planned 
development, listing over-development, loss of housing units, loss of amenity, 
increased traffic, etc as some of their concerns.  The meeting was then 
temporarily closed and public discussion re-opened to allow parishioners and 
public to express their views.  More discussion about the pros and cons of the 
Steeple parish meeting and the development ensued almost causing the Clerk’s 
pen to burst into flames from overheating! 
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The Meeting was then again called to order and normal business resumed. Mrs 
Parker (Chairman) then thanked all the Steeple parishioners attending and 
explained they would be welcome to stay in the warmth and dry and witness 
local democracy Church Knowle-style; mince pies would follow after the 
meeting. 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were presented for approval and there were no 
matters arising. Nothing was postponed to the January meeting either. 
 
Next up was the second planning matter; that of the extension of permission for 
“portakabin city” in the Corfe Castle Village Hall car park.  The surgery has now 
been in temporary accommodation for several years and many Church Knowle 
parishioners attend it as patients of the local GP.  Although not in CK Parish, 
Councillors felt there was a need for them to comment because of the relatively 
large number of CK parishioners using the facility. They thought that another 5 
years of permission for the temporary buildings was a bit long and might result in 
a “laissez faire” attitude by PCT, Purbeck Planners, the practice management 
and others in getting a decent set of GP consulting rooms for Church Knowle & 
Corfe. Indeed, if another 5 years goes on, they might even rot and collapse into 
a heap of old plywood!  Councillors decided to recommend to PDC that 
permission is granted for only a further two years.  They felt that by reducing the 
time the “powers that be” might just get their acts together and a new surgery 
might be built. Readers may recall that there was an original plan to build one 
down by the Raglan development near the Corfe cricket field.  Whatever 
happened to that?  
 
Overgrowth of some garden hedges in Church Knowle continues and now that 
the Council knows the identities of the owners concerned, letters will be written 
to them and Dorset Highways if nothing is done.  Talking about highways, 
potholes, blocked drains and collapses caused by the recent autumnal 
monsoons were then the order for discussion and the Clerk advised that a list 
had been prepared for action by DCC. 
 
The Clerk then advised Councillors that finances were in good condition and 
Councillors confirmed a donation to Corfe Valley News so the editor and crew 
could continue their good work. There was a bit of discussion about the “trading 
area” of CVN in that some areas of Church Knowle and Steepe parish appeared 
not to receive copies. 
 
As if the Council had not discussed Steeple enough that evening, the formal 
agenda item regarding links with Steeple came up.  Councillors again expressed 
their concern about the problems and the Clerk advised on the legalities.  The 
problem with Steeple having a Council of its own rather than a Parish Meeting 
with annually elected chairman was down the lack of population – at the last 
count about 85 electors.  Since about 1954, two nearby parishes had informally 
come together and shared a parish council (Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle). There 
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were similar examples in North Dorset.  The Clerk advised Councillors that 
Steeple and Church Knowle could do the same. They could also formally unite 
into a single parish.  But it was up to the parishioners of Steeple to decide what 
they wanted to do and call a meeting. Councillors decided to “wait and see” but 
would also give assistance to the convenors in moving forward with their ideas.  
 
Readers will recall that the CK playing field and playground were discussed in 
November and that the Parish Council were hunting around for a benefactor to 
come out of the woodwork to assist in their plans to produce one of the finest 
playgrounds in the Corfe Valley and Beyond.  Well, Cllr Page reported that there 
had been considerable progress in the grants situation and money seemed to be 
sloshing about waiting for Church Knowle to scoop it up. Furthermore, Cllr Bugle 
had been busy with the catalogues and in contact with firms who could supply 
slides, shelters climbing frames and all sorts.  Cllr Parker then showed Members 
copies of the trust deed relating to the playing field: Remember how difficult it 
was to extract it from the vaults of Lloyds? Councillors unanimously decided to 
get firm quotes and have an emergency meeting before the end of the year if 
necessary to ensure finance was secured before any possibility of it going 
elsewhere in these days of government “savings”. 
 
There was then a report on the regular liaison meeting between the Purbeck 
District Council and the Parishes. The Vice Chairman (Cllr Wilson) told Members 
that PDC had closed the cash office at Westport House and that a new reception 
area was going to be built at PDC’s HQ. There was also going to be 
reorganisation at PDC and sharing of resources with West Dorset and 
Weymouth & Portland Councils to reduce costs. She also informed the meeting 
that, apparently, PDC takes notice of comments made by parish councils on 
planning applications. 
 
The Clerk reported on the red ‘phone boxes saga where BT want to rip out the 
telephone equipment and hand over the boxes to the Parish Council for them to 
look after for £1.00p.  This would obviously reduce BT’s costs in removing them 
completely.  BT provided the Clerk with a list of ‘phone numbers called from the 
boxes over the past year and in the case of the Church Knowle box, where there 
is hardly any mobile coverage, nearly all the calls were to Directory Enquiries. 
You don’t have to pay for these from a ‘phone box. The same was said of East 
Creech.  BT suspected that people use the ‘phone boxes to get telephone 
numbers ad then use their mobiles.  Anyway, the matter was further discussed 
and the Council agreed to fight the ‘phone box closures. 
 
There now appears to be a problem with the Church Knowle affordable rented 
housing site due to non-joined up local government.  Councillors heard that 
because of the “Dorset Transport Infrastructure Contribution” – known to us all 
as “the Bedroom Tax”, and its somewhat blinkered imposition by planners at 
Purbeck District Council, the housing association may not be able to build he 
houses after all unless a waiver is allowed or unless PDC planners (or their 
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Councillor bosses) alter their policies for exemption sites.  A letter to this effect 
from Raglan was read out to stunned silence.  Raglan asked for CKPC’s 
assistance in having the bedroom tax waived for such developments and 
Councillors unanimously agreed to do all that was possible to help. However, 
this could not be voted on at December’s meeting because the letter came in too 
late for the agenda.  However, the matter will be discussed at length at the 
January meeting which will be held at Church Knowle Reading Room when the 
Regional Manager of Raglan and The Head of Purbeck’s Planning & 
Development Dept will also be present. All those interested in the effect of 
the bedroom tax and its imposition by Purbeck on affordable rented 
housing should come to this meeting to express their views.  Let’s hope it 
doesn’t get too violent; there ain’t enough room in the Reading Room for a riot!! 
The Parish Council is still building up its list of parishioners – past & present – in 
need of tenanted affordable housing, so please contact the Clerk. 
 
After a long and arduous, but also thoroughly enjoyable and constructive 
meeting which ended at about a quarter pat ten, the Chairman invited all who 
remained to a hot mince pie or two (The Clerk consumed four) and wished 
everyone a merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

The Church Knowle Council & Clerk would like to wish all Readers and 
Parishioners 

 

A 
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND 
A 

HAPPY & PROSPEROUS  
NEW YEAR 

 
  
 
The Clerk can be contacted at 07946632320 or by e-mail at ckpc@gmx.co.uk 
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Church Knowle, Wareham, Dorset BH20 5NQ 
Tel: 01929 

480474 

Hello, 
we are Tic and Tac, two neutered males aged 
10 months. We are currently being socialised 
and will soon be available to go to a new home 

 
My name is Ringo, and I am a male aged 6 
1/2 years. I am looking for a home that is not 
too busy where  i am the only pet. I enjoy 
attention but when i've had enough I will 
walk away for some ' me' time. I would love 
a garden of my own to explore. 
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News from the Pre-school 
 
By the time you read this, Christmas will 
all be over for another year, and the 
children will be looking forward to 
starting back at the Pre-school in a few 
days time. We hope that you enjoyed 
your Christmas as much as we did! 
 
All our events in the run up to Christmas 
went very well. We all had a great time 
at our joint First School and Pre-school Christmas Fair, and we were 
really pleased that it was so well supported by the local community. As a 
result of everybody’s hard work, help and support, we were able to raise 
over £1000, which has been split 50/50 between the School and the Pre-
school. The children also had a fantastic time at their Christmas Party. 
They were surprised by a special visitor, who brought them all a small 
present, and told them that if they were good boys and girls, he’d be back 
with more on Christmas Eve! 
 
We have a lot planned for the next school year. Top of our list is to get 
our outside space finished. We have been getting quotes from lots of 
builders, and we’re hoping to start work very soon.  
 
We have a lovely new After School Club Leader starting this month. Her 
name is Clare, and now that she has joined our team, we will soon be 
expanding our after school services, and offering Holiday Clubs, so watch 
this space! 

 
 Corfe Castle Community Pre-school provides care and education for 

children aged 2½ upwards in a brand-new, purpose-built building.  
 We run Taster Sessions for 2 year-olds and their parents during our 

Thursday morning and afternoon sessions. 
 We also run After School Clubs in Cookery, Art & Craft, Football and 

Pottery for children up to 9 years old. 
 We are open all day on weekdays during term time. 
 We welcome children of any race, religion or background. 
 Please get in touch, (01929 481631), so we can show you what we can 

offer you and your child. 
 

Emma Grinsted 



 
 
What an industrious afternoon we had in December, when Miranda 
Cookson showed us all how to make little Pixies for Christmas.  Although 
some members were unconvinced they could reproduce one of Miranda’s 
charming characters, I think most left with pride – and a Pixie! 
 
IMPORTANT:  AT OUR AGM IN MARCH, WE SHALL BE ELECTING 
THE AQUARIUS COMMITTEE FOR 2010.  YOU ARE INVITED TO 
PICK UP A NOMINATION FORM -  more info at the January Meeting. 
 
Events:    
Dorchester Market, Poundbury and Cavalcade of Costume – 
Wednesday, 31 March 2010. Coach leaving Corfe Castle at 9.30am, 
returning around 4.30pm.  Tickets £13.50.  Contact Eileen 480386. 
Satellite Groups:     
Walking  -  Monday, 4th January  (Marian Knowles 480698).   Start the 
New Year in the fresh air! Lunch at the Model Village. 
Strollers – Tuesday, 12 January to Arne.  (Ann Gynes 481236).  Come 
and join us! 
Stitchery – alternate Tuesday mornings (Elizabeth Crabbe 480663). 
Singing Group – contact Lorna Walker 480518. 
 
Coming next:                        Tuesday, 5 January 

Antiques Roadshow with Amy Brenan, Dukes of Dorchester 
Amy plans to tell us about jewellery. You are welcome to bring any 

ONE item of curiosity (not necessarily jewellery), for valuation. 
Also 

Presentation of cheque to Dorset Air Ambulance 
 followed by a vote to choose our 2010 Charity 

  
And After that:                    Tuesday, 2 February       

‘Dorchester, a Small County Town with Plenty to Shout About’ 
A talk by Alistair Chisholm, Town Crier of Dorchester 

                                                                                           Juliet Glover 480320 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL AQUARIUS MEMBERS 

16
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The ‘Alternative’ Aquarius Christmas Party 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2009 Aquarius Committee who organised last year’s Christmas Party  
85 people (Aquarius members and partners), from Corfe and surrounding 
areas, came together for an Indian themed dinner party. The five course 
Indian menu (with some less spicy alternatives) was superbly prepared and 
served by Ed, Emily and staff from the Model Village and was enjoyed by 
one and all. The night included some beautiful carol singing from the 
Aquarius Choir, a light hearted quiz and a raffle which raised nearly £170 
for Dorset Air Ambulance. 

The Purbeck Practice 

 

80 East Street 
Corfe Castle 
BH20 5EQ 

 

01929 481591(Answerphone) 
07957 637666 (Mobile) 

 

Why suffer in pain? 
 

Osteopathy can treat a wide range of conditions. 
Back and Neck Ache, Hip Problems, Sciatica, Trapped Nerves, 
Disc Problems, Frozen Shoulder, Tendonitis, Headaches, and 

Sports Injuries.   
 

Mr Marcus Davis, Bsc (Hons) Osteopathy 
(Registered Osteopath) 
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Corfe Castle Christmas Festivities 
SPONSOR-A-BULB 

 

This project, launched in 2008, continues to attract great interest. The 
replacement of the light bulbs, to comply with statutory regulations and 
modern energy efficiency, is an ongoing cost to the Committee & we 
appreciate your support in keeping Corfe Castle Village lit-up at Christmas. 
Last year we raised £1,320. The target is for complete replacement with eco 
friendly low energy long life bulbs, thus significantly reducing our carbon 
footprint and electricity bill.  We still have a long way to go. 
We are asking you if you would like to buy a bulb, perhaps in celebration of a 
birthday, anniversary, in memory of a loved one, or just because you would 
like to help. The bulbs cost around £3 each. 
Sponsor Forms are available from: - 
IAN at THE POST OFFICE or RITA at THE GEM SHOP 
For more details call 01929 480 856 
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CORFE CASTLE TOWN TRUST 

The Trustees look forward to an exciting year ahead and take this
opportunity  to thank all those who supported us during 2009 and to 
wish everyone a very  Happy and Healthy 2010.

The Town Trust has been fortunate to secure funding to run community 
based   learning opportunities from the South West Lifelong Learning 
Network and we  look forward to offering a programme of activities in 
the Spring.  Last year you  may remember we ran Computer courses for 
beginners and Digital  Photography sessions in the Town Hall.  We found 
that not many people took  up the sessions in the run up to Christmas 
so we decided to start these in the  New Year.  So, if you want to brush 
up your computer skills or languages  during the winter months do look 
out for the programme, which will start in  February.  The programme 
will be displayed in the Museum, in the Post Office  and in the Library 
and full details will appear in next month’s CVN.   If you  would like to 
register your interest in advance please leave your name and  telephone 
number on the Town Trust answerphone (01929-480666) and we  will 
contact you.

The Museum group now meet fairly regularly on Monday mornings in 
the  Town Hall (above the Museum) between 10.00 and 12.00. This time 
is used to  catalogue and update the Museum records and arrange 
the collection details,  so if you would like to help and you are free on

Monday mornings please leave  a message for  Tony Bryan on the Town 
Hall number and he will get in touch.   This is a useful way of getting to 
know Trustees and the work of the Trust and  the Museum.

The Local History Group meets on the third Monday of each month 
at 7.30pm  in the Town Hall for talks and presentations on local
history and informal   “chats and recollections around the table” on past 
and present topics,  photographs, tapes and films etc.  The Group also 
holds workshops and field  visits.  These activities, which are open to 
all those with an active interest in  the history of the local community, 
are advertised here in the Corfe Valley  News and in the Village Library 
- so please feel welcome to come and join in.   The New Year starts with 
a talk on Monday 18 th January by David Kemp on  “Studland in World 
War II” followed on Monday 15 th February by a talk by Pam  White on 
“Lady Bankes”.  
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         DRIVERS WANTED 

 

Think about it – there you are, in a sticky 
patch healthwise and you need to pop to 
the Doctor’s Surgery or attend a hospital 
appointment.   Perhaps you live alone.   
You can’t drive.  Your family lives miles 
away.  On top of all that, just when you really need them, every one of 
your friends is tied up.   What do you do???   THIS COULD HAPPEN TO 
ANY OF US ONE DAY. 
 
The Corfe Castle Surgery Car Service exists to help when just this sort of 
situation arises and we are very lucky to have it.  However, volunteer 
drivers are needed, with some urgency, to keep the service alive.   This 
is a rewarding and worthwhile helping hand which you can give on 
occasions, to suit your own commitments.   So, if you sometimes have a 
bit of spare time and would be prepared to join the driving team, 
please get in touch   ……….   and don’t forget – you might be in the 
passenger seat yourself one day and how pleased will you be to know 
that you have earned your ride!                   Gladys Fouracre      481293 
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Foot Health Practitioner
Visiting Practice

Also practising at Swanage Therapy Centre
Tel: 01929 421130 / 426506

Sally Roberts
MCFHP - MAFHP

Curtains by Clare
Have your curtains made for you

at very reasonable rates.

Phone 01929 550714 or mobile 07969 695338 and leave a message

Also curtain repairs and alterations.
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VALLEY TAXIS  

Local, long distance, airports & docks 
 

Contact us for our special midweek deals 
Corfe based taxis with special 

rates for residents 
 

01929 480507 
www.valleytaxis.biz  

4 Seater 
 

6 Seater 
 

8 Seater 
 

Wheelchair 
Accessible  
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01929 423301         01929 552141
Swanage                Wareham www.hklaw.eu

Wills • Administration of Estates • Inheritance Tax 
Divorce • Family Matters • Employment
Personal Injury • Buying & Selling Property

Home and Hospital visits on request

Experts in Law
Local Solicitors you can Trust

 

       CALLING ALL 
        GARDENERS 

How about forming an informal Gardening Club, where 
we can: 
 

• Purchase seeds, plants etc in bulk, at 
discounted rates 

• Swap surplus plants and seeds, both 
vegetable and flower   

• Exchange tips and ideas -  including sharing 
knowledge on poultry keeping!  

• And lots more ……….. 
 
Come along to the British Legion Club at 8.00pm on 
Thursday, 21 January 2010, when we can pool our ideas 
as to the best way forward. 

Mike Glover 480320 
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NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL TRUST IN PURBECK 
 

A happy new year to you and your nearest and dearest. We hope the festive 
season has been a time of rest and relaxation for you all.  
 

Many of you will no doubt be planning to enjoy a walk on Studland beach over 
the New Year period and, whatever the weather, it is certainly the time to see 
the beach at its quietest and most dramatic. The countryside team have 
recently re-opened the vista from Fort Henry by coppicing the trees that had 
grown up and restricted the view, so if you need a reason to escape to the 
beach go along and have a look.  
 

Whilst it is quiet in terms of visitor numbers the work of the beach ranger team 
continues at a pace throughout winter dealing with the modern day curse of 
marine waste as well as completing the essential repairs needed after such a 
busy holiday season. The beach café also remains open and recently won a 
regional National Trust award for the greatest range of products locally 
sourced so do pop in.  
 

At the end of last year you may have picked up on the successful recreation 
of a rare stone lined dew pond in Langton Matravers. The pond was 
discovered after the area was surveyed for the Purbeck Important Ponds 
Project which is organised by Dorset Wildlife Trust. A dew pond is a pond that 
doesn't have a water source coming into it and is created where water collects 
in a depression in a field.   
 

When the dew pond was discovered it was buried under a thicket of bushes in 
the corner of a field. It took two days for a team of volunteers to uncover the 
pond, which was filled with about three tonnes of rubble. It’s great to be able 
to help recreate such an important habitat for wildlife. Dew ponds are an 
excellent habitat for wildlife, including all known British dragonfly species and 
the rare great crested newt. It will be exciting to see how the area develops 
and we hope to see smooth newts there as well as the great crested variety in 
the future.  A fuller account of the discovery of the dew pond and its 
importance for wildlife can be found at:  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/dorset/hi/people_and_places/nature/newsid_8369
000/8369957.stm  
 
 Mandy Jarvis, CV Manager for the National Trust in Purbeck. 
 
Tel:  01929 477321 Email: amanda.jarvis@nationaltrust.org.uk 
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In the bleak midwinter, 
Not a sign of snow,

Earth stands wet and muddy
Everywhere I go. 

Dismal, damp and dreary, 
Not a sign of frost; 

Snowy days of childhood
In the past are lost.

In the bleak midwinter,
Oh, so long ago, 

I remember chilblains
Itching in the snow.

Now my central heating
Keeps me snug and warm

Through the winter weather
Wind and rain and storm.

There’s a change this morning,
Frost is in the air,

Diamonds, white and silver,
Sparkle everywhere.

In the bleak midwinter
Skies aren’t always grey;

I’ll be optimistic - 
Spring is on the way! 

Ken Williams
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Corfest10 
  

Black Tie Dinner at 
Morton’s House Hotel 

Thursday March 11th 2010 
Details to follow in February’s edition 

 
 

New Year Offer …. 
Our “2 meals for £40” offer runs from Monday 4th 
January until the end of February (Sunday to 
Thursday evenings) – that’s only £20 per person for 
a delicious 3-course meal! 

A Very Happy and Healthy 2010 to one and all!  
Ted, Bev and Ali 

Mortons House Hotel  
01929 480988 



Corfe Castle Weather Report for November 2009 
In November 2009 the hand of my barometer only pointed at the “Fine Weather” 
section on one single day (the 9th ). On that fine sunny day there was a pleasant, 
light Northerly breeze. Daytime temps reached 8 C (46F) , normal for a fine au-
tumn day, all of which gave us hope, that a weather change was in evidence. How-
ever, for the rest of the month we felt the effects of one strong low pressure centre 
after the other passing above us, which produced strong south-westerly winds and 
heavy rainfalls daily except two (the 18th and 30th). Huge, dark rainclouds al-
lowed only little blue sky and sunshine to get through. As the heat from the warm, 
moist South-Westerly winds got trapped under the thick cloud formations day and 
night temperatures remained high, causing the grass to grow strongly in our gar-
dens and tender shoots from snowdrops and daffodils to break through as early as 
the morning of Armistice Day. But to many this was dreary November weather at 
its worst, surpassed only by few Novembers. 
November rainfall: 7.3/4” (198.0mm), which is 46.2% above the 18 years average 
for November of 5.3/8th”(135.4mm). On only 4 days did it not rain. It was, how-
ever, year 2002 which produced the largest 18 years November rainfall of 
9.3/8th”(239.7mm) with only one rainless day. Compare this with the recent 
12.3/8th”(314mm) which fell in Cumbria in just 24 hours during the 20th and 21st, 
causing death and widespread damage. Happily conditions in Corfe Castle appear 
to be different to those of Cockermouth. 
Temperature Changes. 

 
 

Global Warming showing itself in November figures, and area cooling in Jan-Nov 
figures.   Geert. 

1) Average Highest Day Temps: November Jan-Nov 

2001 to 2008 11.2C (52.1F) 15.6C (60.1F) 

2009 12.1C(53.8F) 15.1C(59.2F) 

2) Average Lowest Night Temps:    

2001 to 2008 5.8C(42.4F) 8.8C(47.9F) 

2009 8.1C(46.5F) 8.8C(47.9F) 

3) 1 and 2 combined:    

2001 to 2008 8.5C(47.5F) 12.2C(54.0F) 

2009 10.1C(50.2F) 12.0C(53.6F) 

Temperature Changes +1.6C(+2.7F) -0.2C(-0.4F) 
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MARCUS CHURCHILL

•Exterior And Interior Painting
•Home And Garden Maintenance
•Your Local General Handyman

Tel: 01929 480856 Mobile: 07980503430
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Plastering, Rendering & Pointing 
 

FREE  Quotes and References 
Call on 01929 481383    07504893353 

Ex-London salon owner offers 
 

PROFESSIONAL HAIRDRESSING 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME  

Competitive  rates  
 

Colouring, highlights & perms  
 

MEN, LADIES & CHILDREN  
 

Bernadette Dunbar, Tel: 07896 – 110903  
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Exciting Sightings
The stormy weather frequently throws many passage seabirds off course and 
sometimes Kimmeridge Bay is a safe and sheltered Bay to reside in. A rare Grey 
phalarope was spotted mid December, floating near the slipway in Kimmeridge, 
spinning 360° and picking food, typically invertebrates off the water’s surface. This 
Arctic-breeding wader spends a large proportion of its life out at sea, occasionally 
visiting the UK after whilst on migration to the west coast of Africa. Adult grey 
phalaropes are about 20 cm long and this is one of the few species where the
female performs the courtship displays and participates in territorial
defence while the male incubates and rears the young.

Another sea bird spotted in the Bay was a Little gull with its 
distinctive black spot behind the eye and full black beak. This 
species could be easily confused with the winter plumage of 
the black headed gull but the beak colour and smaller length 
are the main differences. Although uncommon, this is the first 
time we have seen this bird that closely resembles a little tern 
in flight and there are records of several hundred wintering in 
Britain and Ireland.

Wading through the stranded debris aftermath of the
south-westerly winds, our resident strandline expert, Steve 
Trewhella, discovered the unusual Conchoderma virgatum, a very attractive brown 
striped goose barnacle. To our knowledge, this almost cosmopolitan oceanic floater 
has only ever been recorded twice in Dorset over the last 40 years, found attached 
to Trigger fish. It is thanks to Steve and his relentless beach wrecking that to date, 
7 species of goose and buoy barnacles collectively, have been identified along 
the Dorset coast and many for the first time! Image above shows stripey barnacle 
attached to some plastic debris  Steve Trewhella.

Looking out of the marine centre window late November, a Grey seal was spotted 
diving down and returning with a large Ballan wrasse fish in its mouth. We were 
lucky enough to watch this rarely-seen feeding as it floated on its back in the water. 
Grey seals are the largest to be found on our coasts, with male seals growing up to 
3m long. They can be spotted around most of the UK although we haven’t had a 
sighting in Kimmeridge Bay for nearly two years.

Worbarrow beach clean
87 volunteers helped to collect a painstaking 515kg of rubbish, of at the Worbarrow 
Bay beach clean in December. One interesting find was that of a Storm petrel, 
Britain’s smallest seabird, washed up on the strandline and the fantastic 299 
mermaid’s purses (skate and shark egg cases) collected. A record number ever 

Dorset Wildlife Trust

Fine Foundation Marine Centre, 

Purbeck Marine Wildlife Reserve    

Kimmeridge Bay, Wareham, BH20 5PF 

01929 481044   kimmeridge@dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk   
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found in one day! The next beach clean will be at Kimmeridge Bay on Sunday 18th 
April at 13.30. Look forward to seeing you there.

The Fine Foundation Marine Centre will be closed in January for refurbishments 
and maintenance. It will open again in February, Sundays only, 12-4pm.

Emma Rance, Marine Officer

CORFE CASTLE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB 
 

A.G.M. 
 

Wednesday 27th January 2010 
@ 8:00pm. 

 
All members are invited to attend. 
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STUART PALMER PLUMBING LTD 
 

Bathrooms. Kitchens. Tiling. Boilers. Cylinders etc 
 

You can find Testimonials on our new website...  
 

www.stuartpalmerplumbing.co.uk 
 

email:info@stuartpalmerplumbing.co.uk 
 

Gas Safe 12417             Oftec Oil S/25201 
 

Approved Traders - www.buywithconfidence.co.uk 
Tel/Fax: 01929 463714    Mobile: 07881656248 

 

VOYCE 
 

Builders Limited 
 

New Build 
Listed Buildings 

Extensions and Alterations 
 

01929 462167 
 

voycebuild@tiscali.co.uk 
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2010 – NOW AND THEN……..
A new decade, a new year, a new 
application to the original floor at 
the Village Hall; a time to look 
forward and to look back as to how 
it all began.  As you are all aware, 
Corfe Castle Village Hall will be 
closed from Wednesday, 6 January 
to Sunday 17 January, to allow the 
floor to be re-varnished and the 
Badminton lines to be renewed. 
This will improve the facilities of 
the Village Hall and the committee 
is pleased to say that the rates of 
hire will not be increased in 2010!
Chatting with Tom and Peggy Hunt 
(often my source of Corfe Castle 
history!), the story goes that not 
long after WWII, in the early 
1950’s, Major Ryder of Rempstone 
Hall and the Bankes Family, 
donated land where once fields and 
some allotments flourished, where 
now the Village Hall stands. A hut 
was built here, for Corfe Castle 
Royal British Legion; later they 
acquired new premises at the old 
School, now their present Club. I
was interested to hear that the floor 
for this hut was made from trees 
from Rempstone Forest.  In the 
1940’s, this was an Army training 
area and trees were damaged by the 
manoevres.  These were sawn into 
blocks, under the supervision of 
Reg Spiller, to form the original 

floor, which still serves us well 
today. A Village Hall was much 
needed, as hitherto, most of the 
entertainment took place in the 
School Hall. The Annual Carnival, 
in August, was the major fund 
raising event for the Village Hall 
and, over the decades, many 
improvements have been made. 
Tom and Peggy showed me a copy
of the Western Gazette, dated 
August ’88, from which I quote:  
“What made Corfe Castle Carnival 
so very different this year, was that 
it marked the fulfillment of a dream 
for Tom Hunt, chairman, and 
residents of Purbeck’s best known
village – the raising of the final 
amount for the ₤100,000 Village 
Hall Appeal.” This was, in fact, the 
last Corfe Castle Carnival. So many 
people, over the years, have 
devoted their time and talent to the 
Village Hall Committee. I wish 
time and space enabled me to 
mention them all, nevertheless we 
all give thanks to them. George 
Preston, Chairman for almost two 
decades, has recently handed over 
the reins to Tony Speed, but 
remains a member of the 
Committee.  George has asked me 
to say thank you to everyone for 
their support. So I say here’s to full 
Speed ahead, in the decades to 
come.

From 
THE VILLAGE PUMP!

Corfe Castle
Did you know?!

Have you heard?!

New(s) Page
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CHATTING WITH CONNIE …. 
2010 heralds interesting local 
Anniversaries. Personal Annivers-
aries also spring to mind as I 
browse through Diary 2000, 
reading the interesting page dated 
3rd February, which features Connie 
McCrae (formerly Mrs. Tatchell),
now living at Uvedale Court. Born 
in Kimmeridge on 28 August 1920 
(yes, Connie’s 90 this year!) she 
was the eldest of the 8 White 
children, 4 boys and 4 girls. Whilst 
working at Sheasby’s Tea Rooms 
(now the Sweet Shop), Harold
Tatchell from West Street, would 
hang about outside ….. and so their 
courting began. They married at 
Steeple Church, as did her mother 
and grandmother. Connie lent me a 
copy of the CVN May 1987, in 
which I read the obituary to Harold 
Tatchell, born in West Street 1907 
and died in March ’87. Connie and 
Harold lived at 21 East Street. Later 
Connie remarried widower, Danny 
McCrae, and continued to live at 
no. 21. In 2000, Connie was 
awarded “The Golden Brush 
Trophy” from the Parish Council 
and she was flushed with pride! 
This community award was in 
recognition of her tireless work on 
making sure the Village Public 
Loos, next door to 21, were always 
spick and span. She started 
cleaning them when they opened in 
1981 (sadly now closed). I have 
known Connie since the 1960’s and 
it’s always a pleasure to sit and chat 
with her. She is very house proud 
and her cosy home is a credit to 

her. I was prompted to pop in to see 
Connie, particularly with her 
connection to the Village Hall. She 
and Harold were caretakers of the 
Village Hall for many years and for 
16 years, Connie took the Village 
Hall bookings with cash. She 
recalls how, on New Year’s Eve, 
and other special occasions, there 
would be dances ending at 1.00am, 
when she and Harold went up to 
clean the Hall. Connie was 
overflowing with memories of 
those days. She was really chirpy 
and said “I could write a book”. 
How we wish she would – any 
ghost writers offering?! Yellowed 
with age and folded very neatly, 
Connie took out a typed, foolscap-
size paper from her biscuit barrel! 
This is dated 1959 and is a copy of 
the Standing Orders for the 
Conduct of the Village Hall and the 
scale of charges….. Dance or 
Social 12s 6d, Jumble Sales ₤1 10d 
and Wedding Receptions 2 pounds 
& 2 shillings. In the past few years, 
Connie has not been very well but 
now says she feels more like her 
old self and is excited about 
celebrating her 90th birthday this 
year with her family. She and 
Harold had 3 daughters and 1 son. 
She now has 10 grandchildren; 18 
great grandchildren and 5 great 
great grandchildren. Connie really 
enjoys reading the CVN and news 
from Kimmeridge is also of great 
interest to her, with many of her 
childhood and schoolday memories 
rekindled. Connie said, if I was 
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writing about her, could I please 
say …….
“Happy New Year to everybody 
and Good Luck to the Village Hall 
Committee, love from Connie”.  
RING THE CHANGES ………
On a cold and frosty night in the 
silent streets of Corfe Castle, on 
Sunday, 6th December, the Bells of 
St. Edward’s rang out. Bystanders 
enjoyed and appreciated this sound, 
which marked the 10th anniversary 
of the 1999 Dedication Service for 
the restored Bells. The photograph
here is of the band that rang the
Quarter Peal (1260 changes of 
Plain Bob Doubles):- Lyn Higgens, 
Betty Crackle, Callum Howlett, 
Carole and Brian Dean. 
Well done, thank you all.

Editor’s Note: Please submit any snippets of 
interest (eg: Congratulations, New Babies, Special 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Local Knowledge, etc) 
that you may have for the publication by the 15th 
of each month.

GRANNY’S TIPS …….
We promised “to Egg you on”,
continuing on the A – Z theme, so 
get shelling! 
EGG SHELLS - crushed round the 
base of plants discourages slugs 

and snails.  Also add to your 
compost to improve the texture. 
EGG CARTONS – use to start your 
seedling plants. Once seeds sprout, 
plant individual carton-cells 
directly into the ground. 
F follows on next month!
                                                  EvL 
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Lil Gibb switches on the Corfe Christmas Lights on 
Saturday 28th of November 2009.  

It was a very very wet evening! 
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Hallmark Cars 
‘Quality through experience’ 
   

Finance available 
12 months warranty 
Pre-delivery inspection, new M.O.T. + cam belt where applicable 

 
Simon Holmes          Open 6 days a week (till 2pm Saturday) 
Jane Kendell             One year’s road tax free of charge (on production 
Proprietors                  of this advert) 

 

 www.hallmarkcarsdorset.co.uk 
 

St Johns Hill, Wareham, Dorset BH20 4NB 
Tel: 01929 552420     Mobile: 07976 263289 and 07967 758545 
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 CORFE VALLEY NEWS  
  
  2 January Saturday 10.30am 
 5 January Tuesday 2 pm 
 10 January Sunday 6-8pm 
 6-17 January   
 11 January Monday 7pm 
 12 January Tuesday 7.30pm 
 14 January Thursday 7.30pm 
 18 January Monday 7.30pm 
 21 January Thursday 8pm 
 27 January Wednesday 8pm 
 28 January Thursday 7.30pm 
  
  

  
   
                         

Forthcomi
If you know about any forthcoming events please let us know. Similarly please tell
should be included 
  

 6 February Saturday  10.30am  Coffee Mornin
 14 February Sunday  3-5pm  Purbeck Duke 
 15 February Monday  7.30pm  Lady Bankes b
 18 February  Thursday TBA  Hand and Glov
  
  
  



    CALENDAR for JANUARY 2010  

Coffee Morning    Corfe Castle Village Hall 
Aquarius Meeting (Antiques Road Show)  Corfe Castle Village Hall 
Purbeck Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme CC First School 
Corfe Castle Village Hall closed for maintenance 
Corfe Castle Parish Council Meeting Corfe Castle Town Hall 
Church Knowle Parish Council Meeting Furzebrook Village Hall 
Bingo     Corfe Castle Village Hall 
Studland in World War 2 by David Kemp CC Town Hall 
Inaugural Gardeners meeting (all welcome) RBL Corfe Castle. 
AGM      RBL Corfe Castle 
Bingo     Corfe Castle Village Hall 

ing Events 
l us if any of the regular dates are wrong or if there is a regular event which 

ng     Corfe Castle Village Hall 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme   CC First School 

by Pam White   CC Town Hall 
ve Puppet ‘GOLDILOCKS’  Kimmeridge Village Hall. 
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Octopress is a small family run printing company, established in 1998
by Tim Lacey, a printer of 22 years experience. We provide a local

service to business and private customers, giving them professional
quality printing to suit their individual requirements and budgets.

menus, post cards, business cards, invitations,
multi-part forms, pads, leaflets, brochures, letterheads,

compliment slips, stickers, booklets... 
basically anything printed on paper or board!

we also provide an artwork and design service.
Please give me a call for prices and free, friendly advice, Tim.

octopress
printers
tel: 01202 622220

e-mail: tim@octopress.co.uk
Unit B10, 46 Holton Road, Holton Heath, Dorset BH16 6LT

             

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORFE CASTLE LIBRARY 
 

TELEPHONE 480760 
OPENING HOURS 

 
        MONDAY............................................2.30-4.30  
    TUESDAY ..........................................CLOSED        
 WEDNESDAY.....................................4.30 - 6.30 
 THURSDAY........................................CLOSED 
 FRIDAY...............................................CLOSED 
 SATURDAY.........................................10.00 - 12.00 

For more details: Contact  01929 480760  
Renewals 01202 224311                                    Fax          01929 481594     

 
 

DORSET  EMERGENCY CARE SERVICE  
 

If you become ill after your surgery has closed (between 6.30pm and 8 am 
Monday to Friday, over the weekend and Bank Holidays) 

 

THE NUMBER TO RING 
 

0845 600 10 13 
 

If you need IMMEDIATE MEDICAL HELP You should dial 999 and ask for 
an Ambulance 

 

This applies to ALL patients, not just those registered with the Corfe Castle Practice 
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         Tyneham

   St. Marys

           Steeple

 St. Michaels 

The Benefice of the Corfe Valley on the Isle of Purbeck is 
within the Church of England, the Diocese of Salisbury and the 
Deanery of Purbeck. The liturgy is from the Book of Common 
Prayer (BCP) and Common Worship (CW). The geographic 
area covered by the valley Church includes the villages of:- 

CHURCHES OF CORFE VALLEY

    Church Knowle  Kimmeridge

 St. Nicholas St. Peters

      Corfe Castle

St. Edwards

  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND

Corfe Castle, Church Knowle, Kimmeridge, 
Steeple (with Tyneham), the small 

communities of Bradle, Bucknowle, 
Bushey, Norden, Rempstone, Woolgarston and the 

Islands in Poole Harbour 
(except Browsea).

Church Sketches by kind permission of Ron Burniston
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The Reverend Ian Jackson writes

In November I explained that we would be spending the month praying for the 
Benefice as we spent time looking at our pattern of services.
The service rota for January reflects the changes which have been discussed 
and agreed at all the four church councils. The new pattern is not, in fact, so 
different from the old. There is one less service a month at Kimmeridge and 
Church Knowle. This means that at each of the ‘smaller ‘ churches there are 
two services a month. Basically, we are recognising which services are needed 
and being supported. At Corfe Castle there will now be two 8a.m. services a 
month; this is because this service is valued and reasonably well attended.
The most important changes are that every month, on the 1st Sunday, there 
will be one service for the whole benefice(at Corfe Castle - with no services 
elsewhere) and that when there is a 5th Sunday there will also be one service 
for the whole benefice, and this will always be at Church Knowle. ( We will 
need to look out for the 5h Sunday - there are 4 in the year - but the service will 
always be in the same place, and Church Knowle is reasonably central for the 
whole benefice.)
In the discussions it was felt that it is very helpful to come together in a
reasonably sized group. People from the ‘smaller’ parishes, where there can 
sometimes be quite small congregations, particularly value this - especially, 
those who play a key role in preparing for and leading the services.
I have outlined these changes in the Benefice Notes. It looks complicated even 
though I tried hard to keep the explanation as simple as possible. Its the sort of 
thing a training course for vicars would not be recommending! Its best, ‘they’ 
would say to be simple and to have one service in each church at the same time 
each week! We will try and highlight the changes to those most affected. Above 
all, I would ask that as well as looking for the services we particularly like we 
try and support the occasions when we meet together as a benefice. It really 
does make a difference. We need each other.
I am writing as the build up to Christmas gathers momentum. You will be
reading the magazine after it is almost all over. I hope you all will have had a 
very good Christmas and very best wishes and prayers from the four churches 
and their congregations of this benefice for the New Year.

IAN
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THE CORFE VALLEY CHURCH SERVICES 
JANUARY 2010 

Sunday 3rd January  Epiphany           First Sunday        

  8.00    Corfe Castle         Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30    Corfe Castle         Benefice Communion       
                         No Evening Service 

Sunday 10th January             The Baptism of Christ            Second Sunday  

  8.00    Corfe Castle         Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30    Steeple                      Family Communion (BCP) 
10.30    Corfe Castle         Matins 
 4pm     Kimmeridge              Evensong 

Sunday 17th January  2nd Sunday of Epiphany          Third Sunday 

  8.00    Church Knowle         Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30 Corfe Castle         Parish Communion (CW) 
                         No Evening Service 

Sunday 24th January            3rd Sunday of Epiphany           Fourth Sunday 

  8.00   Corfe Castle          Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.30   Kimmeridge           Parish Communion (CW) 
10.30   Corfe Castle           Parish Communion (BCP) 
  4pm   Church Knowle           Evensong  

Sunday 31st January                       The Presentation                      Fifth Sunday 

10.30 Church Knowle            Benefice Communion 

Sunday 7th February                        2nd Sunday before Lent           First Sunday 

10.30    Corfe Castle                  Benefice Communion 

Also: EVERY WEDNESDAY 
 10.30 at Corfe Castle        Holy Communion (BCP) 

                  2.30 at Church Knowle   Time of Informal Prayer 

Notes:  BCP – Book of Common Prayer       
              CW – Common Worship 
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THE CORFE VALLEY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
JANUARY 2010 

 
Sunday 3rd January 2010                   Ephesians 3: 1-12 
           Matthew 2: 1-12 

Sunday 10th January                         *Isaiah 43: 1-7 
           Acts 8: 14-17 

           Luke 3: 15-17; 21-22 

Sunday 17th January                         1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 
           John 2: 1-11 

   

Sunday 24th January                   *Nehemiah 8: 1-3;5-6;8-10 
            1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a 
            Luke 4: 14-21 

Sunday 31st January                     Hebrews 2: 14-end 
            Luke 2: 22-40 

Sunday 7th February          Revelations 4  
            Luke 8: 22-25 
             

Contact Details for Church Wardens in the Valley
Clergy: -
 The Rev. Ian Jackson 480257
 The Rev. Andrea Hagenbuch 481105
Churchwardens: -
Corfe Castle Frank Spooner 480378
  Sheila Spinney 480323
Church Knowle Hazel Parker 480315
Kimmeridge Jennifer Hedley 480883
Steeple  Tim Oddy 480826
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BENEFICE NOTES

Changes to the monthly service pattern
Following discussions and consultations we have agreed the following changes 
at the four PCCs of the Benefice.

On the 1st Sunday of the month there will be one service for the whole bene-
fice. This will be at Corfe Castle at 10.30a.m. and will be a communion service. 
Our hope is that this will be an occasion and opportunity for as many as pos-
sible from the four churches to worship together and so encourage each other. 
Tis change means there will not be an 8a.m. service at Corfe Castle on the 1st 
Sunday of the month nor will the Evening Service at Kimmeridge be on the 1st 
Sunday of the month.

The Kimmeridge monthly Evening Service will move from the 1st Sunday to 
the 2nd Sunday.

There will now be 2 8a.m. services of Holy Communion at Corfe Castle each 
month; these will be on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.
There will no longer be a 10.30a.m. service at Kimmeridge on the 3rd Sunday 
of the month. The service at 10.30a.m. at Kimmeridge on the 4th Sunday will 
be Parish Communion and not Matins.

Services at Steeple remain the same: the 10.30a.m. Family Communion on 
the 2nd Sunday and the Evening Service on the 3rd Sunday except during the 
Winter months of January and February.

At Church Knowle there will no longer be a 1030a.m. service on the 1st Sun-
day. The 8a.m. service on the 3rd Sunday and the Evening Service on the 4th 
Sunday remain as before.

When there is a 5th Sunday in the month there will be just one service in the 
benefice, as now. This, however, will be at Church Knowle on each occasion.
At Corfe Castle there remains a service at 10.30a.m. every Sunday except on 
the 5th Sunday of the month. Matins will now be on the 2nd Sunday unless it 
is a festival. Parish Communion on the 3rd Sunday will normally be Common 
Worship and on the 4th Sunday it will normally be according to the Book of 
Common Prayer.

These changes will be introduced in January. Please note that at Corfe Castle 
there will be an 8a.m. service on the 1st Sunday of the month as well as on the 
2nd and 4th Sundays. (We had to publish the arrangements for the 1st Sunday 
before the new pattern had been agreed.)
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A Visit to Worth Abbey 

 

Worth Abbey is in west Sussex and it is hard to find a better opportunity to 
escape our busy world and slow down in a very special Christian place. Worth 
Abbey is the subject of the BBC television series “The Monastery”, which 
some of you may have seen.   

  

In October ten of us spent two days on a “taster retreat” to experience 
something of the daily life of a monk, and to have time to walk and read and 
to enjoy each other’s company. The accommodation was basic but 
comfortable, and the food was excellent. The round church at the centre of 
this beautiful and restful site was a silent space, in keeping with the 
procession of twenty five monks, who gathered to hold simple but haunting 
services seven times a day. 

 

The Monastery is Catholic Benedictine and our appointed guide Father 
Patrick explained something of their history, philosophy and traditions. Their 
life of humility, love, prayer and work in the community was inspiring. The 
monks manage to balance their religious lives with being a parish church for 
the local village and running a public school.  

 

Worth welcomes those who wish to experience a retreat into the monastic way 
of life. They have the facilities, and if you join them in their daily devotions 
and listen to everything around you, your Christian life can be rebalanced 
with your worldly commitments. 
There is a website http://www.worthabbey.net for those who wish to know 
more, or you are welcome to contact Heather Penton on 480556. 

A HELPING HAND AROUND THE PURBECK HILLS 
 

I have recently moved back to Dorset, after providing successful domestic 
services in Surrey for several years.  

I am now eager to give you a helping hand with:  
Home visits to the elderly, Domestic cleaning, House minding, Key hold-

ing, Shopping, Dog walking, Organising house maintenance.  Other 
needs considered too. 

 
Telephone HEATHER : 01929— 480556 Mobile : 07717 — 368111 

Your friendly and reliable local service : excellent references available  
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Norden Farm Shop 
& Mini Garden Centre 

 

Shrubs, Roses, Perennials, Trees etc 
Composts - Bark - Stone - Terracotta Pots 

Fresh eggs, including Duck, Goose and Bantam - depending on season 
Local meats from Nursery Bridge Farm and Purbeck Products 

Sacks of Potatoes & General Groceries 
Bagged Logs, Coal, Kindling 

Domestic and Farm Animal feeds and accessories 
Hay, Straw, and Shavings 

Equestrian Supplies 
Wild bird feed, Feeders, Tables, and Nest Boxes 

Waterproofs, Wellies, and Work Boots 
Find us ½ mile outside Corfe Castle on the main Wareham road 

Open 7 days a week 
 Ample parking 

Assistance with loading   
Tel 01929 480098 

 

House Clearance 
 

I provide help with house clearance 
 

Contact 
 

Josephine Creech 
 

 
Telephone  01929 480611  or  

07527902392 
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Corfe Castle Evangelical 
Congregational Church 

 

Pastor:  Gordon Clements, “Chapel Cottage”, 44 East Street, Corfe Castle, 
Wareham, Dorset. BH20 5EQ.  Telephone (01929) 480839. 
 

Secretary:  David Foot, 1 St Edwards Close, East Street, Corfe Castle, 
Wareham, Dorset. BH20 5EF.  Telephone (01929) 480755. 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 11:00am AND 6:30pm – All are warmly invited. 
 

Children are very welcome to join us in the morning service and, if they 
wish, may leave after the first quarter of an hour with the teachers for 
Sunday School. 
 

Communion is held on the 1st Sunday morning and the 3rd Sunday 
evening in the month. 
 

Transport is available.  If you would like to be collected for services then 
please telephone the Secretary on the above telephone number. 
 

Hearing aid?  An induction loop system is fitted in the church. 
 

Weekly programme 
 

Tuesday – Prayer meeting – 10:30am (every week). 
 

Wednesday – Open door – 10:30am to 12 noon – (every week) – a time of 
coffee and friendship for all.  HAND-MADE CARDS FOR SALE 
 

Wednesday – Bible study – 2:00pm – (1st & 3rd wk in the month). 
 

Wednesday – “Bright hour” – 2:30pm – (2nd & 4th wk in the month)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested in our course ‘Christianity Explored’? - then ring 480839 for 
details. 

 
 
 
 

Are you interested in trying your hand at CARD MAKING? 
If so, would you like to join us – we supply the materials and you can 
make your own individual cards. £2.00 for up to 5 cards (byo scissors pse) 

Fortnightly – January 11th & 25th  
Come and go as you please between 2.00pm & 4.00pm 
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Dear Friends 
 

In the run up to Christmas two groups of people won a fantastic amount of money 
on the lottery, they shared in the region of £90,000,000.  One group was a married 
couple, the man having been out of work for a number of months.  The other group 
was a syndicate of I.T. workers.  How many other people has this win spurred on 
to pin their hopes on a lottery win?  This extremely large amount of money may 
benefit the few people who have won it but it took millions of non winners to part 
with their hard earned cash just so they could ‘hope’ for a few days.  Could it be 
that real life has become so dull and meaningless that these folk prefer to live in a 
dream world of hoping against hope that luck will come their way?  Yes, real life 
can be hard and more cash might just ease some of the pain, but money cannot 
and will not solve our biggest problem. 
 

Some two thousand years ago, in a stable in the little town of Bethlehem, God 
revealed Himself to the human race in the person of His Son the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The name ‘Jesus’ means ‘He will save His people from their sins’, and that 
was the ultimate purpose of His coming down to live with us tainted people.  God’s 
justice requires that sin, or wrongdoing of any kind, must be punished.  And yes 
we all do wrong – there is no one good and perfect on this earth, whoever you are.  
But instead of punishing us for our sins, Jesus took the punishment we deserve by 
suffering a cruel and painful death by crucifixion.  A true Christian is someone who 
accepts that Jesus did this for him or her personally, and who asks Jesus for His 
forgiveness.  Christianity is not just about doing good and caring for others, 
although this comes from being forgiven ourselves and enables us to put this into 
practice.  Neither is Christianity a club where we gather to tell ourselves how good 
we are or how much were doing for others.  No, Christianity is about changed 
lives, forgiven lives, lives given freedom by the completed work of Jesus Christ on 
that cross. 
 

How different from the lottery this all is!  There is nothing for us to pay – Jesus has 
paid for our forgiveness with His life.  No jackpot millions could do that.  And unlike 
a lottery, there is no element of chance or disappointment.  Jesus tells us in John’s 
gospel that, “Whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”.  If 
Christmas and this New Year is no more than a lottery, it will end with 
disillusionment, but a New Year with Christ will bring meaning and hope to life. 
 

Pastor Gordon Clements 
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Looking for help with
INJURY, PAIN or STRESS? 

Come and see one of our friendly team of Therapists at 

Swanage Therapy Centre
Find out more or make a Free Consultation Appointment

by ringing 01929 426506
 or call in at

 5 Court Road, Swanage 
 ‘You’re in good hands’

 

Friendly support for you and your computer 
 

“How to” sessions 
 
Computer speed-ups 
 
No Call out charge 
 
Telephone Andy on  422453 

CABINET MAKER/CARPENTER
Quality, Professionalism And Reliability Guaranteed

BUILT-IN BEDROOMS, BATHROOMS, KITCHENS, OFFICES, STAIRS ETC.

Michael Worstead

  01929 481610
Free Design & Planning

Service and Advice
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Elliot's Cleaning Co. 
Tel: 01929 427372 

We will clean: 
Offices, shops, communal areas, libraries and homes 

(including one-off spring cleans). 
Local 

Fully Insured 
References available 
Estab l ished 2003  

We can supply eco-friendly cleaning products. 
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WITHIN
The Springfield Country Hotel, Leisure Club & Spa, Grange Road, Wareham BH20 5AL 

Telephone: 01929 554888
www.thespringfield.co.uk

Our spa offers a traditional blend of luxurious treatments 
chosen for their finest ingredients

Spa Packages
[comfort zone] facials & body treatments

 Body Massages 
OPI Manicures & Pedicures 

and lots, lots more!!!!! 

Look 

for our 

monthly offers on 

the website

Xmas Gift sets available

NEW!!!

 FACIAL 
ACUPUNCTURE 
REJUVENATION 

WITH JANINE MACKERRON
MEMBER OF THE BRITISH 

ACUPUNCTURE COUNCIL

NEW!!!Sports Massage Therapist

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
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The Castle Inn 
01929 480208 

News from the Castle 
 

 Thank you to everyone who has sent their best wishes to Michael, if 
you want to be kept up to date the website is 

www.freemikeandjason.co.uk  
what an interesting village we live in, never a dull moment here! 

 

Seasonal greetings to everyone, it is Christmas time again and The 
Castle has been transformed into a Christmas wonderland, so come 

along and have a little Christmas spirit. 
  

Do not forget throughout December on Wednesday and Saturday it is 
Christmas party night with live music.   

  

We will be open on Christmas day at 12.00pm for drinks: look for-
ward to seeing you. 

  

Boxing day we will be serving food all day until 7.00pm.    
  

We are taking bookings for News's Eve party night, there will be a set 
menu and music please phone for details.  Theme Black and 

White.  So come and celebrate New Year Eve's at the Castle it is going 
to be a great night. 

  

On that note we would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas 
and New year. 

What ever you are doing this year have a very very special time. 

I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Year.

Thank you as always for the wonderful support and love we receive 
from this village.

As always Friday night is Fish Night. Great fresh fish and seafood. 
Do not forget to book.

Also remember we offer great takeaways so don’t cook phone 480208 
and give yourself a well earned night off.

Our chickens are still not laying any eggs, but we have a couple of 
experts that have informed us that maybe it is something to do with 
the fact we have all cocks. Hey ho that is how things are going with 
us. We will have an egg. We are holding out for our rabbit (nibbles).

Anyway if the January blues has hit, come to The Castle Inn, the 
Christmas spirit fun is still here anytime of the year.

As always we find ourselves blessed and very lucky to be part of a 
great village.
Happy Festive Season to you all and we wish you a fantastic New 
Year.
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Corfe Castle with Langton 

Branch of South Dorset  

Conservative Association 

Promoted by G Preston on behalf of Richard Drax & printed by 
SDCA, all at Building C51, Winfrith Tech Centre, Dorset DT2 8DH 

Contact Charles O’Reilly  439246 charles.oreilly@btopenworld.com 

        MEET RICHARD DRAX 

MONDAY 25TH JANUARY  

CORFE CASTLE VILLAGE HALL 

You are invited to meet Richard Drax, our Conservative Party 
Parliamentary Candidate, at 7pm  when he would like to meet 
you and answer your questions.  Coffee will be provided.  
Open to all. 

WEDNESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY STOBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL 

You are invited to meet Richard Drax, our Conservative Party 
Parliamentary Candidate, at 7pm  when he would like to meet 
you and answer your questions.  Coffee will be provided.  Hot 
food and refreshments will be available.  Open to all. 

CORFE CASTLE WITH LANGTON BRANCH OF SDCA AGM  

We invite all our members to attend our Annual General 
Meeting at 6pm 25th January 2010 at Corfe Castle Village 
Hall preceding the public meeting.  Open to members only. 
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BRIAN FITZGERALD
Electrician & Telecom Engineer

**********
Electrical Installations – Part P Registered
PAT Testing (portable apparatus testing)

Telecom Points & Systems
Security Systems

 **********
 *local References Available*

Tel: 01202 631311           Mob: 07732 647362

Domestic & Commercial Cleaning Services

Professional Carpet Cleaning
Specialising in Holiday Properties And Second Homes.

Tel: 01929 555230 - Mob: 07816 604153

seen2bclean@hotmail.co.uk

24 Mill Lane Wareham Dorset.

Seen     b Clean



58

Notices and Thanks

The Village Hall Coffee Morning raised £230 towards hall funds. 
Thank you to everyone who  supports this event. The next coffee 
morning will be on Saturday February 6 th at 10.30am. 

Rainbows 
Rainbows have now closed, UNLESS there is someone out there
prepared to take it over.  Thank you Rainbows for the cards and
presents you gave me, they were lovely. Thank you also to the 
Brownies for the presents you made me and for the cake, it was a 
wonderful surprise.  After 13 years I look forward to not rushing from 
school on a Tuesday evening. 
Judith Jenkins.

Corfe Valley Sports  
 
A great evening was had by all who attended the Xmas Supper at 
Oliver’s at which over £300 was raised towards Corfe Valley Sports. 
Many, many thanks go to Mark and Donna for their generosity in 
supporting our local sports club.  
 
TS 

 
Corfe Castle Village Hall  

 
A reminder that the village hall will be closed to all users from 
Wednesday 6th January to Sunday 17th January (inclusive) so that 
refurbishment to the floor can be carried out.  
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Thank you 
 
I would like to thank everyone in the village for their kind words 
on the occasion of my leaving the National Trust after eleven 
challenging and interesting years. I found the people of Corfe 
Castle to be full of warmth and generous in spirit. My family and I 
enjoyed our time in the Old Post Office and we all miss the 
friendliness of village life. We intend to continue our association 
with the village as there are no folk like Corfe Castle folk! 

 
 At the Christmas Festivities Christmas Fair on the 4th Dec I was  
completely taken aback by Lil Gibb presenting me with a gift from 
the village. It was so unexpected and I thank you all very much. 

 
I understand that it had been organised many months earlier as in 
the end my departure was rather lengthy affair!  

 
I wish you all good heath in 2010. 
 
                                                                             Doug Whyte 

Unique DVD’s for Sale 
 

Corfe Castle Golden Jubilee Celebrations (1952-2002) 
 

Ruby & Family – The Life of a Wild Fox Family  
in the Isle of Purbeck 

 
These DVD’s can be purchased from: 
 Ian at The Post office for £10 each 

 
Part of the proceeds is to be donated to The Corfe Castle Christmas Festivities 
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Purbeck Duke of Edinburgh Award Centre

I am a Police Officer currently stationed at Swanage and I am 
part of the Swanage Rural Safer  Neighbourhood Team. Prior to
joining the Police I was a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award unit leader in  
Bournemouth. I thoroughly enjoyed helping young people achieve 
either their bronze, silver or gold  awards and recently I decided 
to get back into the scheme. I felt that Corfe was an ideal place to
offer  an open award centre and my aim is to open the centre 
on Sunday 28 February 2010.

The DofE offers young people aged 14 to 25 the opportunity to 
engage in a structured, self-motivated,  full filling award that will 
help in personal development. The award offers 5 sections, which 
include  an expedition, physical recreation, skill, volunteering and 
residential (gold only). The award is split  into 3 levels Bronze,
Silver and Gold. The Bronze can be started at 14 years, the Sil-
ver at 15 years and  Gold at 16 years.

Young people look at the various activities they would like to 
do and use them to qualify in each  section of the award. I am
looking for any young person aged 14 to 25 who wants to start 
the award  for the first time or complete their award if they have 
started previously elsewhere. I am a silver and  Gold Award holder, 
and I have been to Kenya as a young leader with the SW Regional 
exchange in  1997/98.  The award has given me such wonderful
opportunities and I cannot stress to young people  enough the 
fun and positive experiences that they will gain whilst engaging 
in the award scheme.

If you are interested and to find out more please get in 
touch or attend one of our open evenings  on either
Sunday 10 January 2010 6-8 pm or Sunday 14 February 
2010 3-5 pm at Corfe First  School.

I look forward to hearing from you.  Barry Ashdown 
Barry_ashdown@yahoo.co.uk

Or contact County DofE Manager, Mary Harper on 01305 
851065
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Council approves funding for signalling and track design at Worgret 
Junction 

 

Members of Purbeck District Council last night agreed for the Council to 
put up to £100,000 towards the design of the signalling and track 
infrastructure at Worgret Junction, near Wareham, to make it suitable for 
a regular passenger service.  
 

Councillor Simon Goldsack, Local Economy Spokesperson for Purbeck, said:  
“The Isle of Purbeck is constrained by many environmental restrictions and 
making improvements to road infrastructure very difficult.  It is important, 
therefore, that the Council works with partners to ensure that it makes use of 
all the opportunities to improve access to Swanage, Corfe Castle and the Isle 
of Purbeck.  This will help the economy of Purbeck and south east Dorset, 
and the Council is committed to doing all it can to make this project a 
success”.  
 

Councillor Mike Lovell, speaking on behalf of the Purbeck Rail Partnership, 
said:  “This is a significant step towards reconnecting the national rail link to 
Swanage and Corfe Castle which offers the ideal opportunity to provide an 
alternative means of accessing the area for tourists, commuters and 
businesses.” 
 

Network Rail will now proceed with the design work which will lay the 
foundation for the works required to make Worgret Junction suitable for 
regular passenger rail services. 
 

The Purbeck Rail Partnership has been working for a number of years to 
reconnect Swanage and Corfe Castle to the national rail network. It is also a 
priority of the District Council. The design work, which will now take place, will 
show how Worgret Junction can be made suitable to take a regular passenger 
service. Money still needs to be found to complete the work, estimates show 
that this is in the region of £3million. The partnership is working with local MPs 
and the South West Regional Development Agency to unlock this funding. 



62

 
  

SWANAGE RAILWAY COMPANY LTD Station House, Swanage, 
Dorset, BH19 1HB. 
Tel: 01929 425800      Fax: 01929 426680   E-mail: info@swanage-railway.co.uk 
 
Registered in England and Wales No. 1412568 

NEWS  
Rebuilding and running a community railway through the Purbecks 

  
VICTORIAN EXTRAVAGANZA COMMEMORATING 125 YEARS 

OF RAILWAY TO SWANAGE 
 

Plans are in place for a week-long festival, to commemorate 125 years of the railway 
in Swanage.  “Victorian Swanage” will run from the 17th of May (2010) until Sunday 
23rd where locals and visitors alike will get the opportunity to find out about 
Swanage’s Victorian heritage.    
 

Martin Payne, Commercial Director of the Swanage Railway, said: 
 

“We are delighted at the response, we wanted to do something special for the anniversary 
and the idea of a Victorian style festival seemed most popular. As we are running this for 
the whole week, community groups such as the Museum and Pier Trust are going to tailor 
specific events for schools and the community as well as a weekend ‘spectacular’ where 
there will be a traditional fair, street market and range of other activities such as carriage 
rides, around the quay.” 
 

The highlight will of course be the re-creation of the first train to depart from 
Swanage on Thursday 20th May.  “Victorian dignitaries” will travel from Swanage to 
Corfe Castle to a cavalcade of pomp and festivities, It has been rumoured Queen 
Victoria may even attend! 
 

Julian Maughan, Vice Chair of the Swanage & Purbeck Hospitality Association said: 
 

“From our perspective it’s a fantastic idea, although we are already well known for our 
Music festivals, its’ terrific to see something that will provide entertainment for everyone. 
Swanage has such a strong heritage; many of our visitors enjoy the beach, but don’t know 
how important the area was in Victorian times. We are hoping that everyone from 
restaurateurs, music groups, sports teams, and local business will get involved.” 
 

Further information about Victorian Swanage will be available closet to the event. 
Anyone wishing to become involved should contact, in the first instance, Martin 
Payne at Swanage Railway.  
 

More details about Swanage Railway services are available from 
www.swanagerailway.co.uk or by calling 01929 425800. 
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Reputed first train at Swanage May 1885 

                      
DELICIOUS ORGANIC PRODUCE

FROM REMPSTONE FARM, CORFE CASTLE

CHICKEN – succulent and tasty  EGGS – with a golden yellow yolk

LAMB – tender and sweet

NORTH DEVON RUBY RED BEEF  - hung well for taste and tenderness.

OPEN FOR FARM GATE SALES  9am – 7pm EVERY FRIDAY
Our products are now available from Clealls of Corfe.

(We are not opening at the Farm on a Saturday morning during the Winter).

ANDREW, CLAIRE, BETHANY AND DANIEL HEAD
REMPSTONE FARM, CORFE CASTLE
01929 481393 – Do call with any enquiries

info@cedarorganic.com                         www.cedarorganic.com
Just off the B3351, Corfe to Studland Road, down the lane signposted Rempstone.
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Kimmeridge 
Village News 

 
 
Another new year is fast approaching and who knows what lies ahead. 
Let us all hope for peace, happiness and good health for us all locally 
and around the world. The Corfe Valley News has continued to be 
posted through our letter boxes promptly each month by Hasell to 
whom we are very grateful. We also appreciate the fact that it is St 
Nicholas Church that funds our copies. I have both sad and joyful news 
to pass on this month, and the usual feedback and reminders about 
local events. 
 
We in Kimmeridge were extremely shocked and saddened to hear 
about the most untimely death of Russell Brown who, as you well 
know, moved away to Corfe Castle in June after fourteen years here. 
On behalf of everyone in Kimmeridge, I would like to pass on our most 
sincere condolences to his family. 
 
December has been a busy month in the village. We were so fortunate 
that on the evening when the Christmas tree lights were turned on the 
gales temporarily abated, the rain stopped and we were able to go 
ahead as planned. Over 30 people turned out and it made a pleasant 
start to the Christmas festivities. The Bingo Evening was a great 
success once again with over 60 people turning up and around £300 
was raised. Many thanks to Sarah and Spanner for organizing the 
evening and they would like to thank all those who donated the prizes. 
The proceeds of the Bingo Evening paid for the Children’s Christmas 
party and that too was a fun afternoon. Thanks to the organizers and 
thanks also to Father Christmas for dropping by to drop off presents for 
the children. 
 
Sales of Secrets and Delights, the Kimmeridge Cookery book, have 

been going very well. We covered our costs within a 
couple of weeks and so are now in profit. If you haven’t 
bought a copy yet, well, it’s too late now for Christmas 
presents but there are still copies available in Clavell’s. I 
should like to thank Emma Hole very much for so willingly 
agreeing to sell them for us. Clavell’s doesn’t take any 
commission, all the proceeds going to the Village Hall.  
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Looking a little way ahead, we are delighted to confirm that with 
 
 
 
               Kimmeridge  Village Hall will be hosting the 

 
Hand to Mouth Puppet Company’s production of 

 
 

 
 
 

on Thursday 18th February 
  

 
 
Hand to Mouth Theatre is presenting an original adaptation of this well-
loved tale. Martin Bridle and Su Eaton have woven extra drama and 
humour into this Goldilocks story, combining traditional glove puppetry 
and live music to create a patchwork of delights, which is ‘not too salty, 
not too sweet, but just right!’ Martin and Su have been creating and 
performing high quality puppet theatre since 1979, entertaining 
audiences at theatres and festivals in the UK, Europe, Russia, USA, 
Canada and South Korea, and their work is much loved on the 
Artsreach circuit. The production is recommended for ages 4-9 and 
families. 
 
Next month I shall be able to give you the exact time and ticket prices 
but, in the meantime, please tell your friends about this exciting 
opportunity – something for the children to really look forward to during 
the February half-term holiday. 
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Another piece of exciting news is the Miracle Theatre’s production in 
Kimmeridge Bay in August will be the much loved Romeo and Juliet 
which is certain to prove to be very popular. 
 

And finally, we’d all like to pass on our 
congratulations to Mark and Laura Bugler on the 
birth of their daughter, Sophie Jane, on 
Wednesday 9th December. Sophie weighed 8lb 
9oz and both she and her mum and dad are doing 
well. Congratulations, also, to Grandpa Rob and 
Granny Caroline who are going to be kept busy! 

 

* TREE SURGERY 
* HEDGE TRIMING
* SITE CLEARANCE 

* FELLING - FENCEING
Fully Insured 24 hr Emergency Call OutC
O

U
NT

RY

SIDE TREE SURG
EO

N
S

Professionals Specialising In All Aspects Of  Tree & Hedge Care By 
NPTC Certified Tree Surgeons

Call For A Free No Obligation Quotation!

Tel: 01929 551816 - Mob: 07979 447777

STOP PRESS! GREAT NEWS! At the Purbeck District Council

planning meeting on 17
th

December, permission was granted for the

Kimmeridge Project – the building of the Fossil Museum and Village

Hall. Congratulations to all those people concerned with the project who

have put in so much effort over the past couple of years.



 
 

January Opening Times 
Daily 10am – 4.30pm ( Closed Mondays) 

Please note we will be closed from Jan 18th for 2 
weeks re-open Tues 2nd Feb 

 
Thurs Night Fish Night eat in or take-away 

5.30pm – 7.30pm 
 

Sunday Roasts are available every week 
with our own Farm meat (Bookings advisable) 

 
Valentines Special 12th & 13th Feb more details 

next month 
Buy 1 Lunch get one Free will continue 

 (please bring voucher at bottom of page) 
Come and pay us a visit you will find us in 

Kimmeridge at the top of the village. 
We are fully Liciensed 

Reservations & Meat orders 
01929 480701 

2 Lunches For 1 
Valid 5th Jan – 26th Feb, Tues – Fri cheapest meal 

free 
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Harmans Cross Village Hall
User Group Meeting

Thursday 28 th  January

The Village Hall Management Committee cordially invite you
to a meeting  on the above date at 7:00pm, in the Old Hall.

The evening is aimed at providing existing – and potential
users – with an  informative and enjoyable evening
comprising :-

• An overview of current New Hall Build progress.
• Provision of a descriptive - yet interim leaflet.
• A description of the total facility - including
 state-of-the-art systems for a hearing loop,
 professional audio visual equipment, stage lighting
 and sound system.
• A demonstration of The New Hall Website - with
 booking facility. 
• The plans for the Open Event - on 17 th  July

Obviously there will be plenty of time for questions as the 
teams involved  with the above will be in attendance.

Also there will be opportunities to discuss your specific inter-
ests over a drink  as the bar will be open on the above eve-
ning.

We are looking forward to your participation and confirmation 
in due  course to Alan on 01929 477125

Alan Stephenson – on behalf of the Management Committee.  
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PURBECK PLUMBING, HEATING & DRAINAGE 

 
CORGI REG. 31269 

 
Central Heating Installations, Pumps, Cylinders,  

 
Power Flushing, LGSC Checks, Warm Air Heating. 

   

Contact:         Stephen Iles 
 
Tel:        Wareham 01929  550858 
 
Mobile:     07831  312740 
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FURZEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 

Hall Bookings Clerk: Eileen Cake, Ashcroft, 64 Furzebrook Road, 
Wareham. Telephone: 01929 552392 

 
FUTURE EVENTS 

 

WHIST DRIVES 2010 – 12th & 26th January, 9th & 23rd February 
@ 7.30 all welcome. 
 
QUIZ NIGHT – Saturday 20th February. £5 per person to 
include supper -  Groups of 6 each team maximum – Cash 
prizes – raffle – bring your own “tipple” Please ring Jayne 
01929 550036 to book. 
 
TABLE TOP SALES 2010 – 27th February, 27th March. Sellers 
@ 9.00 and Buyers @ 10.00 – 13.00. Please ring Jayne 01929 
550036 to book your table. 
 
Dates for Dance night, Race night, Barn Dance and Autumn 
table top sales will be given in future editions of Corfe Valley 
News. 
 
 
 

 
REGULAR EVENTS 

 
Young at Heart – Extend Health & Fitness Class. Mondays 10.30 to 12 noon Contact 
Mary Fleccia – 01929 471490 
 
Wareham short mat bowls – Tuesdays 2.00 to 4.00pm and Wednesdays 7.00 to 
9.30pm Contact Roger Matthews 01929 401799 
 
Yoga  Wednesdays 2.15 to 3.45 (bookable by term) stretch, strengthen & relax 
Beginners and experienced welcome Contact Pam Steele on 01929 556714 
 
Qigong (wutan) traditional Chinese exercise classes for beginners held weekly. 
Thursdays 7.00 to 8.00pm in the small meeting room Contact Penny on 07969 
925502 
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COMING SOON TO A CINEMA IN PURBECK 
 
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY (15) Definitely not for those of a nervous 
disposition for this brilliant horror movie hits the terror spot!  A young 
married couple move into a typical American ‘starter’ house but become 
increasingly disturbed by activities in the middle of the night and try to 
capture events on video.  Enjoy the terror collectively at the 
cinema….and try not to think about it in bed later!  2nd January for 6 days 
 
AN EDUCATION (12A) Nick Hornby adapts Lynn Barber’s memoir for 
the big screen.  Set in 1960’s suburban London, Jenny is a young girl, 
full of promise, preparing for Oxford University and encouraged by her 
ambitious father.  Jenny meets an older man who leads her to believe 
that she can learn more about life outside a class room, casting doubt on 
her future plans.  This excellent film was the winner at the 2009 
Independent British Films and stars Alfred Molina, Peter Sarsgaard 
Emma Thompson and shooting star Carey Mulligan. Filmed in London 
(Twickenham), Oxford and Paris   January 8th for 7 days 
 
THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS (12A)  Terry Gillian’s 
amazing fantasy starring Christopher Plummer as the Doctor travelling 
with an extraordinary show which gives its audience far more than they 
ever anticipated.  Heath Ledger tragically died in the middle of filming 
and was replaced by the great Johnny Depp.  Also stars Jude Law, Colin 
Farrell and Lily Cole. Filmed in London and Canada. 
 January 15th for 7 days. 
 
A SERIOUS MAN (15) The Coen brothers are back with this Black 
Comedy set in 1967.  A  physics professor watches his life unravel as 
his wife prepares to leave him because his inept brother refuses to move 
out of the house.  Very well reviewed.  22nd January for 7 days 
 
THE WHITE RIBBON ( 15)  2009 Cannes winner of the Palm d’Or. 
A German/Austrian film directed by Michael Haneke.  The setting, in 
1913, is a remote village in North Germany which outwardly seems 
placid and ordinary but underneath is a dysfunctional and repressive 
society plagued with malice, revenge and spite. The mystery is whether 
these disturbing events are random or ritual punishments. Shot in black 
and white, with no musical score but this film has been a runaway 
winner for major European awards. Subtitles.  January 29th for 7 days.  
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(Ex BT - 36 years experience) 
 

Sockets installed for phones, computers, and Sky TV 
Repairs and cabling 
Half  BT prices 

 

Tel 01929 425252.  Mobile 07950 372051 

Smedmore Joinery 
 Antique furniture restoration 

Traditional hand made architectural joinery 
Windows, doors, gates, kitchens, bedrooms & stair-

cases 
Bespoke furniture & natural timber flooring 
Specialists in conservation & listed buildings 

 

www.smedmorejoinery.com 
  

Tel:  01929 481666     Mobile:  07721 014760  
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 PURBECK CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Are you struggling to make ends meet? 
Is your only income a State Pension? 
Or, do you have some savings and think that 
you won’t get any other help? 
 
Pension Credit is a means-tested benefit for 
people aged over 60. It is based on the income 
you have and it does take account of savings 
BUT don’t be put off – even if you have savings 
of over £16,000 you may still qualify for some 
help. Come along for a full benefit check. 
 
 
 
If you are over 60 and you need advice on 
benefits, come to our new drop in session at the 
Sports Pavilion, West Street, Corfe Castle, on 
the second and fourth Thursday of the month, 
10am – 12 noon. 
 

Next Sessions: 
January 14th and 28th 2010 
February 11th & 25th 2010 

 
 

This service is run by Purbeck Citizens Advice Bureau.  
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Farming in Purbeck

“Eat less beef!” screamed the Sunday Times colour supplement. Now, 
I don’t know the total ins and outs of how the carbon footprint is 
calculated when it comes to beef production. It does upset me that 
all beef production is lumped into the same category. Of course,
intensive beef production will have a high carbon footprint and to my 
mind the practice of feed-lot beef production in the American model is
environmentally unsustainable. These animals are fed a premix
ration of maize and soya beans. The huge demand for soya, and 
the need to produce a relatively cheaply, means that vast areas of
rainforest have been cut down and turned to agricultural production. 
That this practice is wrong is a no-brainer.
The beef produced by the farmers in Purbeck is done in such a way 
that the environment is an enhanced and without this massive carbon 
burden. The Purbeck hills would not look the same, were it not for the 
grazing of both cattle and sheep. These animals graze in very different 
ways producing specific habitats for a variety of plants and insects. If 
grass is not grazed it will flower in late May, produce seeds and stop 
growing. If it is grazed, however, the grass will keep growing, trapping 
carbon, which is turned into meat by the grazing animal. In winter, 
these animals will be brought inside and fed not a grain and soya but 
silage. On some farms grass is grow using no fertiliser with clover
producing the nitrogen needed by the grass. This diet does not
create the quantity of carbon dioxide or methane, expelled by the
feed-lot cattle in their burps and their er….farts. The beef production in
Purbeck is good for the environment. It is important for the
ecology; it removes carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and turns it 
into meat, if clover is used in the silage mix then this is good for the 
bees, and for any future cropping. It is good for tourism, cattle more
interesting than empty fields. And finally, beef produced in this way, 
hung for three weeks before butchering tastes divine. There are
places where you can buy this environment enhancing product. You 
can try, Paul Loudon at Wilkeswood Farm near Swanage, Andrew 
and Claire Head at Rempstone Farm, near Corfe Castle, John Hole at
Kimmeridge or Christopher Lees at Bere Farm Lytchett Matravers.
You can also come to the Purbeck Products market on the 9th
January at Swanage Middle School; there is plenty of parking, plenty 
of produce, happy cheerful farmers and producers, a chance to sample 
the best of Purbeck food. So, HAPPY NEW YEAR from the Purbeck 
producers, and may the only beef in 2010 you have be Purbeck Beef.
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Advertising In the CVN 
 

Our circulation is now over a thousand copies, and our readership is much more, 
probably nearer four thousand. The magazine thus gets to a lot of readers in the area. 
 

Please  use E Mail wherever possible, and send copy to   

 

corfevalleynews@tiscali.co.uk.  
 

If you are not submitting by Email please leave copy in the Post Office or in the 
CVN Box at 55 East Street. 
Payment should go to John Courtney at the same time as you submit copy, and any 
queries or general advertising issues also to John.  All the addresses and phone num-
bers are given on page 3. 
 

Please also indicate how long you want the advert to run and what size you expect it 
to be, remembering that the magazine is in A5 format. 
 

Our advertising prices are below 

1 month 3 months 6 months 12 months

Full Page £25.00 £63.00 £124.00 £245.00 

Half Page £15.00 £33.00 £64.00 £127.00 

Third Page £11.00 £26.00 £46.00 £85.00 

  
BUSINESS ACCOUNTING 

PERSONAL TAX RETURNS 
 

BUSINESS ADVICE 
 

      I specialise in the following areas: 
           Maintenance of cash ledgers 
           Preparation of accounts 
           Preparation of VAT returns 
           General advice on book keeping 
           Helping with paperwork and filing 
           Friendly advice from a local professional 
 
     Preparation of personal tax returns 
 
     For a free discussion without obligation 
 
     Chris Watkins    BA Hons  (Corfe Castle) 
     Tel:                    01929 477284 
     Mobile:               07740630333       
     Email:                cwfinance@gmail.com 
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TIME EVENT LOCATION

MONDAY

Each 8.50am - 3pm Community Pre school The Pre School

Each 10.00-1 1.00am Coffee Morning Springwell Close

Each 2.30 - 4.30 Whist and tea Springwell Close

Each 7 - 11pm Chess Club (Sep - Apr) Morton’s House

1st 7pm Double Act C C Village Hall

2nd 7pm CC Parish Council C C Town Hall

TUESDAY

Each 8.50am - 3pm Community Pre school The Pre School

Each 9.30 - 11.30 Intermediate yoga Swanage - 477169

Each 9.30 – 12.30 Pottery Class Sports Pav Rachel 480455

Each 10.30 – 11.30am Baby Clinic C C Village Hall

Each 10.30-noon Parent & Child Group C C Village Hall

Each 5-6pm Rainbows (term-time) C C Village Hall

Each 6. 15-7.30pm Brownies (term-time) C C Village Hall

Each 7-9pm Woodcarvers Tabbits Hill - 480686

1st 2 pm Aquarius C C Village Hall
2nd 7.30pm CK parish Council Odd months Furze

brook VH; even

months CK VH

WEDNESDAY

Each 8.50am - 3pm Community Pre school The Pre School

Each 9.30am- noon Intermediate yoga Kimmeridge 477169

Each 9.45am-12.45 Wool Workshop C.C. Village Hall

Each 7-9pm Youth Club C C Village Hall

THURSDAY

Each 8.50am - 3pm Community Pre school The Pre School

Each 2-4 pm Woodcarvers Tabbits Hill - Call

480686

3rd 1 1.30am Probus Club Mortons House

Each 6.00 - 8.00 pm Intermediate yoga Swanage - 477169

Alternate 7.30pm Bingo C C Village Hall

Alternate 7.30pm Bingo R.B.L. Club

FRIDAY

Each 8.50am - 3pm Community Pre school The Pre School

SATURDAY

1st 10.30am Village Coffee Morning C C Village Hall
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Printed by Octopress Printers 
Tel: 01202 622220   Email: tim@octopress.co.uk

Unit B10 · 46 Holton Road · Holton Heath Trading Park · Holton Heath · Poole · Dorset  BH16 6LT

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

1st CORFE CASTLE BROWNIE PACK  CHRISTINE KEMP  480007 
1st CORFE CASTLE RAINBOW GUIDES  JUDITH JENKINS  480407 
AQUARIUS CORFE CASTLE WOMEN IN TOUCH JULIET GLOVER  480320 
CANCER RESEARCH   BOB RICHARDS  480213 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES   PATRICIA WHITE  480437 
CHURCH KNOWLE PARISH CLERK  ALISTAIR WALLACE 07731841093 
CHURCH KNOWLE VILLAGE HALL  KAREN WALSH  481336 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND CHILDREN'S SOCIETY   PENNY HOPKINS  480551  
COMPUTER CLUB    DAVID WATSON  481265 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH   PASTOR GORDON CLEMENTS480839 
CORFE CASTLE CHARITY   JENNY WILSON    480873  
CORFE CASTLE CRICKET CLUB  RUSSELL WINDSOR 07921996307  
                     or 471940 
CORFE CASTLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE    JULIET GLOVER  480320 
CORFE CASTLE COMMUNITY PRE SCHOOL  NATALIE TERRETT  481631   
CORFE CASTLE CE VC FIRST SCHOOL  NIGEL BECKETT (Headteacher) 480428 
CORFE CASTLE JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB KEVIN REYNOLDS  481321 
CORFE CASTLE SURGERY   Dr STEVE HORSNELL 480441 
FRIENDS OF THE SURGERY   GLADYS FOURACRE 481293 
CORFE CASTLE PARISH CLERK  JEFF DUNN  555266  
CORFE CASTLE TOWN TRUST  SUZANNE HUME  480066 
CORFE CASTLE TOWN HALL BOOKINGS MARY WILLS  480659 
CORFE CASTLE TWINNING ASSOCIATION   GILLIAN HUMPHRIES 480219 
CORFE CASTLE YOUTH CLUB  DONNA DAVIS  481284 
CORFE CASTLE TODDLER GROUP CHERYL THAKE 424290 
CORFE COMMON HAYWARD   MARCUS CHURCHILL 480856 
CORFE CASTLE VILLAGE HALL  JUDITH JENKINS  480407 
DOUBLE ACT    PETER SMITH  480109 
DORSET BLIND ASSOCIATION  HELEN BASSON  481110 
FURZEBROOK  HALL BOOKINGS  EILEEN CAKE  552392 
FURZEBROOK WHIST DRIVES  EILEEN CAKE   552392  
GOD’S ACRE TRUSTEES   MARIE POPE  480869 
KIMMERIDGE VILLAGE HALL JANET BYRDE 480064 
MARGARET GREEN FOUNDATION TRUST MAT. DEVEREUX 480474 
MILLENNIUM PAVILION BOOKINGS IAN TARBOTTON 480200 
NATIONAL TRUST LAURIE  CLARK 450259 
PARISH CHURCHES Rev IAN JACKSON 480257 
 Rev ANDREA HAGENBUCH 481105 
POTTERY IN PURBECK RACHEL FOOKS 480455 
PROBUS CLUB PETER TATE 481441 
PURBECK CHESS CLUB BRIAN BEARD 425988 
PURBECK GARDENING CLUB CYRIL HARRISON 552105 
PURBECK MARINE WILDLIFE RESERVE JULIE HATCHER OR  
 EMMA RANCE 481044 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION JANE  ELWOOD 481129 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WELFARE GORDON SMITH 424387 
RSPCA                                                                            MARGERY CLEVETT  480124 
SPORTS TRUST    JIM ROSEWARN  480405 
ST EDWARD'S COVENANTS/TREASURER  JOAN INGARFIELD  480322 
VALLEY RINGERS (TOWER CAPTAIN)  CAROLE DEAN      480620 




